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Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association

Quarterly Business Meeting
January 13, 2008
We Protect Southwest Virginia
13 January, 2008
The Winter Quarterly Business meeting of the Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association was held on Sunday, 13 January, 2008 at the Christiansburg Volunteer Fire Department in Christiansburg, VA with 50 members present, representing 14 member organizations.
The business meeting was called to order at 13:06 hours by President Mike Moles. The invocation was given by Mr. Kenny Hancock of the Draper Volunteer Fire Department. President Mike Moles of the Riner Vol. Fire Department welcomed everyone in attendance.

President Mike Moles recognized Chief Epperly of Christiansburg Vol. Fire Department and thanked the members of the Christiansburg Volunteer Fire Department for providing the meal.
Reports:
Convention Committee:
Mr. David Akers offered the following report:

· Mr. David Akers gave a report on the Convention Committee.
· Asked that the membership to elect a Convention Committee Chairman.
· Pre registration will have a late fee.
· Convention duties will be assigned by the Convention Committee Chairman and the President.

· The committee would like to start hosting the convention in 2009.

· The host department (Presidents department), will be responsible for registration, shirt design, party favors, gift bags and any personal touches that the department my want to add.

· Information and money for convention will go to the Assistant Treasure and Assistant Treasure.

· President moles gave an overview and the reasoning for the association to host the conventions.

· There was much discussion about the conventions.

· If you have any questions please contact Mr. David Akers at dakers815@aol.com. 

Scholarship Committee:
Mr. David Akers offered the following report:

· Revisions have been made and will be put on the website.
President:
President Mike Moles offered the following report:

· President Moles asked Mr. Mark Bowery of VFIS to give a update about the insurance program.

· The program currently has 84 members and still growing.

· At 100 people the cost will reduce.

· Mark reviewed the policy with the membership

· Will be sending info to be put on the website.

· The officers meeting will be in Bristol, 1 March 2008.

· Registration forms for convention will be going out soon.
· May 15th will be the registration deadline. The registration will be $25.00 per person and $35.00 per person after this date.
· Registration forms will be mailed out and a copy of the registration form will be posted on the website.

· There have been 93 rooms reserved at the Roanoke Plaza Hotel in the name of the Southwest Association. 

· Life membership nominations have been requested for at the April meeting.
· Memorial service name forms are being sent out with the convention registration forms.

· There will be a Sunday morning service at the convention that will be “Dutch Treat”

· They are looking for sponsors for this breakfast.

1st Vice President:
1st Vice President John Campbell offered the following report.
· Thanked Christiansburg for hosting the meeting.
· Working on the 2009 convention.

2nd Vice President:
2nd Vice President Jennifer Holloway offered the following report.
· Thanked Christiansburg for hosting the meeting.

· Working on the 2010 convention.
Treasure:
Asst. Treasure Potsie Smith offered the following report:

· Treasures report

· A motion was made by Mr. Leon Reed and seconded by Mr. Kenny Smith to accept the treasurer’s report. Motion voted on and passed.
Secretary:
Secretary Curtis Whitt offered the following report:

· The motion was made to dispense with the reading of the minutes. Motion voted on and passed.
· Dues notices will be sent out prior to the April meeting.

· Working on a updated layout and look for the website.
Chaplin:
Chaplin Mr. Kenny Hancock offered the following report:
· Notified the association of the passing of Mr. Kenny Clowers, of Riner Vol. Fire Department.
· Asked the association to keep Mr. Billy Hanks and family in there thoughts about the passing of his father.

Sgt. At Arms:
Mr. Jeremy Williams offered the following report:

· Thanked everyone for attending.

Historian:
No Report

Executive Committee:

Mr. Mike Stevens offered the following report:

· Advised that the Executive Committee is in favor of the association hosting the convention.

Legislative Committee:
No Report

Membership Committee:
Mr. Steve Hall offered the following report:

· There are 9 delinquent departments in the association. 
· The committee will be trying to contact the delinquent departments and see who is getting the information.

· The committee is suggesting that the delinquent members be dropped from the association if they cannot pay their dues.

Training Committee:
Mr. Roy Redd offered the following report:

· Roy attended the Galax school, there was very low attendance.
· FFI and FFII will be starting in Radford in January.
· There will be a FFI class in Christiansburg in the future.

· Arson Investigation will be in LongShop the 23rd and 24th of February.

· VDFP has changed the class size limits.
Welfare Committee:
Chaplin Mr. Kenny Hancock offered the following report:

· Thanked members for passing along information to him.

By-laws Committee:
No report.
Rules and Contest Committee:
Mr. Danny Yopp of the Rules and Contest Committee offered the following report:
· The contest will be held between the hotel and Channel 7 building.
· Competition will be filmed this year.

· There was a discussion about the Velcro and Zipper competition.

· A motion was made by Mr. Potsie Smith and seconded by Mr. John Campbell to make the event a permanent event. Motion voted on and passed.
Ways and Means Committee:
Mr. Potsie Smith offered that following report:
· The committee is still working with the Texas Road House restaurant about a fund raiser for the association.
Web Page Committee:
Mr. Curtis Whitt offered the following report:

· Any upcoming events please contact me for posting on the web site.
Old Business
There was no old business discussed at this meeting.
New Business
Mark Bowery touched on “Operation Safe Arrival”.
· Information will be sent out to departments

· This is a training opportunity for members and departments.

Sunday Breakfast at the convention will have a signup sheet enclosed in the registration package.

Page B. asked about the departments can recoup the cost of equipment on 10-50’s if the person is convicted.

· It is a local government issue.

If your department would like Life Guard training please contact Ronnie Smith at 540-320-7998.

Riner Volunteer Fire Department Oyster and Turkey Dinner will be the 2 February, from 4:30 – 7:30 PM. The cost will be $10.00 per person.

The meeting was adjourned at 14:45 with Mr. Kenny Hancock offering the closing prayer.
Thanks to the members of the Christiansburg Volunteer Fire Department for hosting the meeting and serving lunch.
The next meeting will be Sunday, April 13, 2008 at Riner Volunteer Fire Department in Riner, VA. at 1:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Curtis Whitt

Secretary

Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association
Curtis@swvafirefighters.com
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