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Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association

Convention First Business Meeting
June 16, 2007
We Protect Southwest Virginia
16 June 2007
The Convention Business meetings of the Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association where held on Saturday, 16 June 2007 at the LongShop McCoy Volunteer Fire Department with 105 members present, representing 21 member departments.
The first business meeting was called to order at 09:10 hours by President Gary Akers. The invocation was given by Mr. Kenny Hancock of the Draper Volunteer Fire Department. President Gary Akers of the LongShop McCoy Fire Department welcomed everyone in attendance. President Gary Akers recognized the members of the LongShop McCoy Volunteer Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary. 
Reports:
President:

President Gary Akers offered the following report:

· Thanked the members of the LongShop McCoy Volunteer Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary. 

1st Vice President:

1st Vice President Mike Moles offered the following report.
· Thanked President Akers and the members of the LongShop McCoy Volunteer Fire Department and the Ladies Auxiliary for an excellent job putting on the convention.
· Mr. Mark Bowery with VFIS Insurance reported on the activity of the insurance policy. They are getting more response.
· He will have a break down of the policy at the next meeting.

2nd Vice President:

2nd Vice President John Campbell offered the following report:

· Also thanked President Akers and the members of LongShop McCoy Fire Department for an excellent job putting on the convention.

· The school that was to be held in Abingdon in the spring had a very bad attendance.

· They will try to schedule another class at a later date.

Treasure:

Treasure Vickey McCraw offered the following report:

· Treasures report

· A motion was made by Mr. David Akers and seconded by Mr. Pottsie Smith to accept the treasurer’s report. Motion voted on and passed.
Secretary:

Secretary Curtis Whitt offered the following report:

· Roll call

· Minutes for the April meeting had been sent out.

· Second notice for the dues will be sent out. There are many delinquent departments and will work with Mr. Steve Hall to see what can be done to get these departments active again.
Chaplin:

Chaplin Mr. Kenny Hancock offered the following report:
· Also thanked President Akers and the members of LongShop Volunteer Fire Department for an excellent job putting on the convention.
· Thanked the members for attending the memorial service on Friday night.

· Advised the Mr. Larry Chandler has had open heart surgery.
· Advised the Mr. Zeke Epperly is sick with cancer.

Sgt. At Arms:

No Report

Historian:

No Report

Executive Committee:

Chairman Mr. Mike Stevens offered the following report:

· Reported on the Executive Committee meeting that was held on Friday night. The items from this meeting will be covered in the business meetings.
Legislative Committee:

Mr. Martin Keffer gave the following report:
· The Fire Marshall’s office has been moved.
Membership Committee:

Mr. Steve Hall of the Membership Committee offered the following report:

· Steve reported on the status of the membership.

· The present membership stands at 91 departments.
· Will work with the Secretary to look into delinquent members.
· Mr. Hall has asked the membership to help promote the association membership.

Training Committee:
Roy Redd of the Training Committee offered the following report:

· Report that the Pulaski Regional school attendance was way down.
· The Galax Regional school will be held in October, check the DFP website and the Southwest website for specific dates. 
· The Wise Regional school will be held in September, check the DFP website and the Southwest website for specific dates.
· Mr. Redd recognized Mr. Don Hansen, Division Chef from the Roanoke Office of the Department of Fire Programs:

· Mr. Billy Shelton is the new Executive Director of the Virginia Department of Fire Programs.

· 767 Departments in the state of Virginia with 70.4% of them being volunteer.
· All departments need to make sure that their aid to locality money has been picked up.

· The DFP is working on the fire service records.

· The DFP Firefighter I and II programs are to be rewritten.

· The DFP Instructor I and II programs are to be rewritten.

· The DFP Office I and II programs are coming offline to be rewritten.

· The DFP Office III and IV programs are out in a pilot program.

· All departments need to get there funding request in.

· There are some Fire Service credits can be obtained thru the VDFP.

Welfare Committee:

No Report
By-laws Committee:
Mr. Page Brochenbrough offered the following report:

· The second reading of a by-laws change was done and a vote taken.

· Motion reads as follows:

Remove the first 2 lines in Article 3, Section 1 of the by-laws and remove the wording “Organized within the year” from Article 3, Section 1 of the by-laws. The Executive Committee will establish the amount of all dues. 

Mike Stevens made the motion to accept and Joe Kingrea seconded. 
Motion voted on and passed.
· There was a new motion put on the floor from the By-Laws Committee.
The revisions to the by-laws are included as Appendix A to this set of minutes.

This was the first reading of these changes, the motion was made by Page Brochenbrough and seconded by Kenny Hancock to accept. 

Motion voted on and passed.
Rules and Contest Committee:

Mr. Danny Yopp of the Rules and Contest Committee offered the following report:
· The contest will be held behind the LongShop McCoy Fire Department after lunch.
· Captains meeting will be between the first and second business meeting.
· Contest will start at 13:00
Ways and Means Committee:

Mr. Pottsie Smith of the Ways and Means Committee offered the following report:

· The committee is working with Texas Roadhouse to do a donation of 10% from the sales of 1 day to the association.
Web Page Committee:

· Any upcoming events please contact me for posting on the web site.
Scholarship Committee:

Mr. David Akers and Mr. Billy Hanks of the Scholarship Committee offered the following report:

· The committee has passed out a proposal for the members present to review.

· If there are any questions please contact David or Billy. 

· The committee feels that a simple application is the best process at this time. 

Convention Committee:
Mr. David Akers of the Convention Committee offer the following report:

· The committee is formed and is in the process of working on the conventions.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
President Gary Akers set up the following committees and asked them to report back at the second business meeting. 
Audit Committee, Nominating Committee, Resolution Committee
President Akers also recognized Mr. Steve Spradlin, Chairman of the Montgomery County Board of Supervisors.

· Mr. Spradlin gave a brief presentation about Montgomery County and presented the Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association with a Resolution from Montgomery County (A copy of the resolution will be available on line).
President Akers also recognized Mr. Dickie Atkins of the Virginia State Firefighters Association.

Mr. Atkins offered the following report:

· State President Mr. Dickie Harris is doing well after his illness. Please keep him in your thoughts and prayers.

· Reported on the activity of the Virginia State Firefighters Association.

Old Business
All old business was handles by the committees.

New Business
Mr. Jeremy Williams asked everyone to review the information that was presented by the Scholarship Committee.
Mr. Larry Logan is running for the office of 3rd Vice President for the Virginia State Firefighters Association.

Mr. Roy Redd is running for the office of 3rd Vice President for the Virginia State Firefighters Association.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 with a prayer from Mr. Kenny Hancock and the second meeting will start at 10:45.
Respectfully Submitted,

Curtis Whitt

Secretary
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