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Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association

Quarterly Business Meeting
April 15, 2007
We Protect Southwest Virginia
15 April 2007
The Spring Quarterly Business meeting of the Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association was held on Sunday, 15 January 2007 at the LongShop McCoy Volunteer Fire Department in LongShop McCoy, VA with 37 members present, representing 14 member organizations.
The business meeting was called to order at 13:05 hours by President Gary Akers. The invocation was given by Mr. Kenny Hancock of the Draper Volunteer Fire Department. President Gary Akers of the LongShop McCoy Vol. Fire Department welcomed everyone in attendance.

President Gary Akers recognized and thanked the Ladies Auxiliary of the LongShop McCoy Volunteer Fire Department for preparing the meal.
Reports:
President:
President Gary Akers offered the following report:

· The convention items are on the web site and on the front table to be passed out.
· All hotel rooms have been reserved. Gary will try to find more rooms.

· The convention information has been mailed out. Camping will be allowed on the field behind the station.

1st Vice President:
1st Vice President Mike Moles offered the following report.
· Also thanked LongShop McCoy Volunteer Fire Department and the Ladies Auxiliary for there hospitality and the meal.
· Gave a review of the insurance program:

· 27 members since the January meeting.

· 31 more members as of this meeting (Elliston).

· If you have any questions about the insurance please contact Mike Moles or Mark Bowery.

2nd Vice President:
2nd Vice President John Campbell was unable to attend and Mr. Mike Stevens offered the following report:

· The Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association Training Day was held Saturday, 3 March, 2007, at the Abingdon Volunteer Fire Department. Due to the low attendance the class has been scheduled for a later date. There will be notices sent out.
Treasure:
Asst. Treasure Billy Cook offered the following report:

· Treasures report

· A motion was made by Mr. David Akers and seconded by Miss. Jenn Holloway to accept the treasurer’s report. Motion voted on and passed.
Secretary:
Secretary Curtis Whitt offered the following report:

· The motion was made to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the January meeting by Mr. Page Brockenbrough and seconded by Mr. Jeremy Williams. Motion voted on and passed.
· Web Site is up and running, if there is information that you or your department wants posted please get it to the secretary.
· Dues notices have been sent out.
Chaplin:
Chaplin Mr. Kenny Hancock offered the following report:
· Notified the association of the passing of Mr. J.C. Harrison and Mr. Bowling Shepard of the Galax Vol. Fire Department since the January meeting.
Sgt. At Arms:
No Report

Historian:
No Report

Executive Committee:

Mr. Mike Stevens offered the following report:
· If there are items that you want brought up at the convention please see Mike Steven prior to the Friday night Executive Committee Meeting.
Legislative Committee:
No Report

Membership Committee:
No Report

Training Committee:
Mr. Roy Redd offered the following report:

· Roy attended the visitations for Mr. J.C. Harrison of the Galax Volunteer Fire Depatment.

· Thanked LongShop McCoy Volunteer Fire Department for there hospitality.

· Roy introduced Mr. Dennis Price of the department of Fire Programs.

Mr. Dennis Price of the Virginia Department of Fire Programs offered the following report:

· The Pulaski Regional School will be held May 19 – 20, 2007
· The Wise Regional School will be held September 15 – 16, 2007, there will be a banquet on Saturday night.

· The Galax Regional School will be in October.

· The Virginia weekend will be in Emmetsburg, MD. August 18-19, 2007.

· The school request have been sent out, please fill them out and return.

· There will be instructor in-services at the Dublin Vol. Fire Department on June 9, 2007 and at the Abingdon Vol. Fire Department on November 3, 2007.

· The Virginia Department of Fire Programs will be working with VFIS Insurance on some training.

· There was discussion about classes in the area that are getting filled by departments out of the area. Dennis advised that when you send in a school request to send in a list of people that want to get into the class or register as soon as you receive notification of the class.
· The Fire Marshall’s office is now under the Department of Fire Programs. There will be no changes to the Fire Marshall’s office in the satellite locations.

Welfare Committee:
No Report
By-laws Committee:
No Report
Rules and Contest Committee:
Mr. Danny Yopp of the Rules and Contest Committee offer the following report:
· Contest will be in the field behind the LongShop McCoy Volunteer Fire Department.
· The nozzle for the hose competition will be a fixed barrel that will turn not just the coupling.

· The trophy for the sportsmanship award will travel to the next department that wins it.

· The following motion was made by Mr. Martin Keffer and seconded by Mr. Kenny Hancock: “The association purchase a plaque for the previous years recipient of the sportsmanship award”. Motion Carried.

Ways and Means Committee:
Miss. Jenn Holloway offered that following report:
· The committee is looking into ways to raise money for the association. They will be contacting Texas Road House to see if they would donate 10%  from the Sunday, 17 June meals.
Web Page Committee:
Mr. Curtis Whitt offered the following report:

· Any upcoming events please contact me for posting on the web site.
· Will set up a section on the site that members can the welfare committee members in the event of a death, sickness or event.

Scholarship Committee:
Mr. David Akers offered the following report:
· The scholarship amount was set for $250.00
· There was some discussion about who should be eligible for the scholarship, the general feeling was that it should be for a member, spouse or child of a member in good standing.
· The committee was asked to bring a draft of the scholarship rules and information to the June business meeting.
Convention Study Committee:
Mr. David Akers offered the following report:

· The committee will continue to research and study the possibility of the association hosting the convention.

· Reported that Wytheville has a new meeting facility.

· When does the association want to go to a 3 day convention.

· If you have any questions or suggestions please contact any of the committee members.
Old Business
· The third reading and vote on the dues increase was held.

The motion to increase the dues is as follows:

Mr. David Akers suggested the new dues for the association be set as follows:

“The dues be set at $1.00 per member with a $20.00 minimum per department”. Mr. Roy Redd made a motion to accept Mr. Akers suggestion and it was seconded by Mr. Mike Stevens.

The third vote on this motion carried. 

· There was a great deal of discussion about the dues increase, is this going to be a by-laws change. Although the by-law change does not need 3 readings and 3 votes the by-law change will be handled in the same manner as other business with 3 reading and 3 votes.

· The first reading of a motion by Mr. Jeremy Williams:

Remove the first 2 lines in Article 3, Section 1 of the by-laws and remove the wording “Organized within the year” from Article 3, Section 1 of the by-laws. The Executive Committee will establish the amount of all dues. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Kenny Hancock. 

Motion voted on and passed.
New Business
President Akers requested that any Life Membership suggestions be sent to him as soon as possible.
Mr. Roy Redd requested the associations support for his bid for the 3rd Vice President of the Virginia State Firefighters Association.
The meeting was adjourned at 15:15 with Mr. Martin Keffer offering the closing prayer.
Thanks to the members of the LongShop McCoy Volunteer Fire Department for hosting the meeting and serving lunch.
The next meeting will be Saturday, June 15, 2007 at LongShop McCoy Volunteer Fire Department in LongShop, VA. at 10:00 am.

Respectfully Submitted,

Curtis Whitt

Secretary

Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association
cwhitt@swvafirefighters.com
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