[image: image1.png]


Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association

Quarterly Business Meeting
April 19, 2009
We Protect Southwest Virginia
19 April, 2009
The Spring Quarterly Business meeting of the Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association was held on Sunday, 19 April, 2009 at the Abingdon Volunteer Fire Department in Abingdon, VA with 30 members present, representing 13 member organizations.
The business meeting was called to order at 13:00 hours by President John Campbell. The invocation was given by Mr. Kenny Hancock of the Draper Volunteer Fire Department. President John Campbell of the Abingdon Vol. Fire Department welcomed everyone in attendance. Assistant Fire Chief John McCormick welcomed everyone.
Reports:
President:
President John Campbell offered the following report:

· President John Campbell welcomed everyone.

· Abingdon is working on the 2009 convention.
· Recognized Mr. David Akers birthday.
1st Vice President:
1st Vice President Jennifer Redd offered the following report.
· Thanked Abingdon for the meal and hosting the meeting.

· Working on the 2010 convention.
· The Holiday Inn - Roanoke will be the host hotel for the 2010 convention and the cost of the rooms will be $89.00 per night.
2nd Vice President:
2nd Vice President Jeremy Williams offered the following report.

· Thanked Abingdon for the meal and hosting the meeting.

· Advised that the officers had a good meeting earlier.
· Thanked the convention committee for all the hard work they have been doing.
· Thanked the association members for attending the services for Mr. Marvin reed of Christiansburg Fire Department.
· The 2011 convention will be in Christiansburg, Va.
Treasure:
Asst. Treasure Billy Cook offered the following report:

· Treasures report

· A motion was made by Mr. Steve Hall and seconded by Mrs. Jennifer Redd to accept the treasurer’s report. Motion voted on and passed.
· Mr. Steve Hall asked if the checking account can be changed over to a interest bearing account. Mr. Billy Cook will look into this.

Secretary:
Secretary Curtis Whitt offered the following report:

· Dues notices were sent out in January with the January meeting minutes.
· Motion was made by Mr. Page Brockenbrough to accept the minutes and seconded by Mrs. Jennifer Redd. Motion voted on and passed.
Chaplin:
Chaplin Kenny Hancock offered the following report:

· Kenny thanked everyone for keeping him up to date on things that are going on in the association.

· Kenny attended the services for Mr. Marvin Reed of Christiansburg Volunteer Fire Department and Mr. Justin Dunn of Bland County Volunteer Fire Department.

Sgt. At Arms:
No Report

Historian:
No Report

Executive Committee:

No Report

Legislative Committee:
No Report

Membership Committee:
Mr. Steve Hall offered the following report:

· Notices have been sent out to delinquent departments in the association. 
· We have had 4 departments from the list that have paid up on their dues.
· The association has 2 new members, Virginia Tech Wildland Fire Crew and Pulaski County Fire Crew.
Training Committee:
Mr. Roy Redd offered the following report:

· No Pulaski School this year.
· The Elliston is holding a Fire Fighter II class at this time.
· Check the Virginia Department of Fire Programs website for upcoming classes.

· Roy attended the services for Twin Community Volunteer Fire Department Firefighter Me. Greg Gardner, Bland County volunteer Fire Department Firefighter Mr. Justin Dunn and Christiansburg Volunteer Fire Department Firefighter Mr. Marvin Reed.

Welfare Committee:
Chaplin Kenny Hancock offered the following report:

· Thanked the secretary for keeping him up to date with information.
By-laws Committee:
Mr. Page Brockenbrough offered the following report:

· The committee has requested the following change to the by-laws.
· “Constitution Article 3, Section 2:

The executive Committee shall consist of the President, 1st Vice-President, 2nd Vice-President, Secretary, Treasure, the immediate Past President and 4 members of the association appointed by the president.”
· A motion was made by Page Brockenbrough and seconded by Mr. Leon Reed to accept the changes. Motion voted on and passed.
Rules and Contest Committee:
Mr. Danny Yopp offered the following report:

· The 50 years old and above One Man Dressing contest will be held on a trial basis this year at convention.

· Contest will be held at the Higher Education Center.

· Jeremy Williams asked that the members present recognize Mr. Danny Yopp for his hard work.

Ways and Means Committee:
No Report
Web Page Committee:
No Report
Scholarship Committee:
Mr. David Akers offered the following report:

· There are currently only 4 scholarship applications in at this time.

· The scholarship application and information will be posted on the association website.

· The association has money for 2 scholarships at this time.

Convention Study Committee:
Mr. David Akers offered the following report:

· Committee is working on the 2010 convention.
· If you have any ideas please contact Me. David Akers.

· Starting in 2010 the host department will be required to register and pay for all members of their department that are going to attend the convention.
· Please be sure that all memorial information to Abingdon Fire Department not the church listed in the information pack.

· If you have ads that you want in the program get them to Joey Burke with Abingdon Fire Department in a PDF format by the 15th of May.

· REMINDER any registration after 15 May, 2009 will have a additional $25.00 charge.

Old Business
The checking account for the Convention Account has been set up and is being used.
New Business
Mr. Leon Reed has proposed that the association set up a new award for a member that has gone above and beyond the call of duty.
“The Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association Above and Beyond Award”

The highest award of the Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association. 
It is bestowed upon a member who has distinguished themselves by their unselfish commitment to the success of the association. 
One who has gone above and beyond the call of service and duty for the betterment of the Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association.
Recognized by a metal that could be worn on a uniform and a plaque.

Criteria:

Designed to be given to a person who has helped keep the direction of the association steadfast and placed the interest of the association above all others.
Thoughts:

This is not intended to be an annual award due to the high standard required of a candidate. Although it could be presented in successive years if there were a deserving candidate.
Nominations for this award shall be in writing why the candidate is deserving of the award to be received by the January business meeting.

Active past Presidents would comprise the selection committee.

The award presentation would be made at the annual convention by association President with all past presidents in attendance, on stage, for the presentation.

Jemery Williams made the motion and seconded by Gary Francis to accept with Mr. Leon Reed as chairman for the review committee.  Motion voted on and passed.
Mr. Jeremy Williams brought up for the association to do away with the “Farthest Traveled” and “The Most registered”
Mr. Steve Hall made the motion that we do away with the awards and it was seconded by Mrs. Jennifer Redd.  Motion voted on and passed.
Mr. Martin Keffer brought up that the association look into the “Outstanding Citizen Award”.

President John Campbell asked that if you have any nominations for the Life Membership Awards please send them to Mr. Mike Stevens or Curtis Whitt.
The meeting was adjourned at 14:05 with Mr. Kenny Hancock offering the closing prayer.
Thanks to the members of the Abingdon Volunteer Fire Department for hosting the meeting and serving lunch.
The next meeting will be Friday, June 12, 2009 at the Virginia Higher Education Center in Abingdon, VA. at 2:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Curtis Whitt

Secretary

Southwest Virginia Firefighters Association
Curtis@swvafirefighters.com
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